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In The Bahamas, coral reefs 
border most of the north and 
east coasts of the archipelago. 
The fringing-barrier reef lying to 
the east coast of Andros Island 

in The Bahamas represents the 
second largest reef complex in 
the western North Atlantic and 
the third longest barrier reef in 
the world. This spectacular reef 
is  remote and extends for a 
distance of approximately 124 
miles from the Joulter Cays in 
the north to South Cay in the 
south. There are over a hundred 
and Sixty-Four species of fish 
and coral that make up the coral 
reef community.  

The  Andros Barrier Reef slopes 
down a vertical cliff that begins 
65 feet below the surface and 
then drops off to over 6,000 feet 
into a deep ocean trench called 
the Tongue of the Ocean. This 
vertical cliff or wall is facing the 
east and has great sun light 
penetration allowing for a vast 
amount of life to flourish along 
the wall. It also provides one of 

the most spectacular scuba 
diving experiences in the re-
gion. The Andros barrier reef is 
famous for its deep water 
sponges, whales and large 
schools of fish. It is the only 
place in the world where there 
is more than one Nassau Grou-

per Aggregation.               
There is a segment 
of the Andros Bar-
rier Reef on display 
at the New York 
Natural History Mu-
seum. The coral 
was taken from 
1923 to 1926 and is 
a reminder of what 
the Andros reef 
once was.         
Although Coral 
reefs cover less 
than 1% of the 
Earth’s surface, 
they have the high-
est biodiversity of 
any of the marine 

ecosystems. Reefs 
are called the 
“rainforests of the 

sea” or  “cities of the sea”.    
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Coral reefs are one of 
the most productive and 

biologically rich        
ecosystems 

The Andros      
Barrier Reef  is the 
third largest living 

thing on earth ! 

Reefs are also known as 
the Rainforests of the 

seas 
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W I L L  W E  E V E R  L O S E  O U R  C O R A L  R E E F S ?  

All over the world, reefs are being 

killed off to such an extent that 

the question is not whether things 

will get worse but whether we will 

loose our reefs entirely. 

In Florida the proportion of the 

reef covered by live coral has 

plummeted from 50% in the 

1970’s to just 8% now. A third of 

reef building corals are in danger 

of extinction, reefs all over are in 

serious decline. To lose the reefs 

would be to lose the planet’s 

most diverse ecosystem. Reef 

habitats make the tropical jungles 

seem impoverished and people 

will suffer through their loss. Over 

450 million people live close to 

coral reefs and rely on them as 

sources of tourism revenue, food 

and as buffers that dampen the 

energy of incoming storms. Coral 

reefs are besieged on many 

fronts: rampant overfishing re-

moves herbivorous fish that keep 

competitors like seaweed and 

algae at bay. Cyclones and hurri-

canes physically batter the reefs, 

diseases decimate and coastal 

construction, which cuts down 

trees which hold the topsoil, al-

lowing rain to wash sediments 

into the reefs, smothering the 

corals. But climate change is the 

BIG BAD. The greenhouse gases 

that we pump into the atmos-

phere create an insulating blan-

ket which warms the seas along 

with the rest of the planet. Mean-

while, carbon dioxide also dis-

solves in the oceans, making 

them more acidic 

and depleting the 

carbonate ions 

that corals need 

to build and the 

corals dissolve 

faster than they 

can be rebuilt. 

Hit by the one 

two punch of 

hotter and more 

acidic waters, the 

corals become 

vulnerable to the 

threats they face.  

Photos by Robert Young : Lettuce coral  

Coral bleaching occurs when the reef is stressed. Coral is stressed by 

increased water temperature. Higher water temperatures are the most 

common cause of bleaching. If the water temperature is 1-2 degrees 

higher than normal, corals may bleach, expelling the zooxanthellae 

from their tissues. If the temperature fails to drop the corals may die.  

ANDROS  CONSERVANCY  AND  TRUST  

Coral bleaching 



Reefs get their wild hues 

from the billions of colorful 

zooxanthellae (ZOH-oh-ZAN-

thell-ee) algae they host. 

When stressed by such 

things as temperature 

change or pollution, corals 

will evict their 

boarders, caus-

ing coral 

bleaching that 

can kill the 

colony if the 

stress is not 

mitigated.        

Corals live in 

tropical waters 

throughout the 

world, gener-

ally close to the 

surface where 

the sun's rays 

can reach the 

algae. While 

corals get most 

of their nutri-

ents from the 

Corals are marine animals. 

Coral polyps are tiny, soft-

bodied organisms related to 

sea anemones and jellyfish. At 

their base is a hard, protective 

limestone skeleton called a 

calicle, which forms the struc-

ture of coral reefs. Reefs begin 

when a polyp attaches itself to 

a rock on the sea floor, then 

divides, or buds, into thou-

sands of clones. The polyp 

calicles connect to one an-

other, creating a colony that 

acts as a single organism. As 

colonies grow over hundreds 

and thousands of years, they 

join with other colonies and 

become reefs. Some of the 

coral reefs on the planet today 

began growing over 50 million 

years ago. Coral polyps are 

actually translucent animals. 

byproducts of the algae's 

photosynthesis, they also 

have barbed, venomous 

tentacles they can stick out, 

usually at night, to grab zoo-

plankton and small fish. 
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CORALS  

 

Coral reefs are the largest 

structures created by 

animals on the earth. 

Andros Conservancy and Trust   

Get to know the corals of the reef 

Elkhorn coral  

Elkhorn coral is one of the most im-

portant reef building corals in the 

Caribbean. It has a complex struc-

ture, resembling elk antlers., with 

many large branches which create 

habitats for may other reef crea-

tures,. Elkhorn coral reproduces 

asexually; this occurs when a 

branch of the coral breaks off and 

attaches to the substrate forming a 

new colony. Sexual reproduction 

occurs once a year in August/ Sep-

tember when coral colonies release 

millions of gametes by broadcast 

Staghorn coral  

Staghorn coral is a branching 

stony coral with cylindrical 

branches  ranging from a few 

centimeters to 7 feet tall, it 

grows in depths from 0 to 98 

feet,  This coral is the fastest 

growing coral with branches in-

creasing in length 3 to 9 inches 

per year. Staghorn coral grows 

rapidly to gain new territory and 

is important to the Caribbean as 

a fish habitat.  

 Fire coral  

Watch out for 

fire coral, it is 

a mustard 

colour and 

has notice-

able hairs, 

once touched 

this coral is never forgotten as the sting-

ing cells can cause a nasty sore. An in the 

field remedy is urine, honestly, if you 

touch this coral you’ll be begging some-

one to help you out ! 

This coral looks like the hu-

man brain with the grooves 

and channels  on the surface. Slow grow-

ing brain corals hold their ground by being 

solid and strong enough to withstand the 

storms that pound more delicate corals 

into rubble. They are found in shallow 

warm water, their life span could be up to  

900 years and colonies can grow up to 6 

feet. Brain cor-

als feed on 

small drifting 

animals and 

nutrients  pro-

vided by the 

algae which 

live  within 

their tissues. 

Brain coral  

Elkhorn and staghorn coral has been on the          

endangered species list since 2006 

Pillar coral  



Andros Conservancy and Trust  

Underwater national parks 
allow local reefs a chance to 
recover and they seed nearby 
areas with coral larvae. Marine 
Protected Areas, known as 
MPA’s, need to be managed as 
most are protected only on 
paper. In Andros we have two 
MPA’s The northern park is 
adjacent to Stafford Creek and 
the southern park is just north 
of Fresh Creek, in total they 

cover 64,834 acres. MPA‘s are 
our best weapon for coral con-
servation. Also in MPA’s fish 
stocks will increase and the 
larger populations spill over 
into other areas.  This spillover 
occurs when populations of 
animals inside marine reserves 
increase over time, causing 
some animals to move into less 
crowded areas where they can 

be caught by fishermen. Seeding 
occurs when larvae spawned in 
the reserve drift out and settle in 
fished areas. These young ani-
mals boost populations in sur-
rounding waters. Through spill-
over and seeding, reserves can 
replenish nearby fishing areas.  
Fish stocks have increased in 
most existing reserves. Fully pro-
tected marine reserves help 
maintain intact ecosystems and 
ensure that we continue to re-

ceive important ecosystem ser-
vices. MPA’s provide a refuge 
and a buffer against some of the 
uncertainties of traditional fisher-
ies that sometimes lead to popu-
lation crashes, these areas main-
tain healthy habitats and recover 
from catastrophic events (such 
as hurricanes) more quickly than 
areas that are not protected. 

What is a fully protected 
marine reserve? 

 Inside the MPA some    
activities are regulated or 
prohibited, these include: 

 Fishing and collecting     
wildlife 

 Mining, drilling or 
dredging 

 Dumping or discharge 
of any material 

 Vessel anchoring or      
mooring 

 Snorkeling and scuba 
diving 

 Feeding, touching or      
disturbing wildlife. 

It makes sense to manage 
our marine protected areas. 

reefs are a barrier to storm 

surge s and hurricanes, ab-

sorbing the impact of waves 

and wind action for the island. 

Tourism Coral reefs are spur 

and groove formations, that 

means a series of ridges and 

channels are found in shallow 

waters. This makes them very 

attractive and productive.  

Fishermen and tourists alike  

can easily visit the Andros 

coral reef.  

Reefs produce a wide variety 

of fish and mollusks that are 

Coral reefs are critical habi-

tats for numerous species 

and provide essential ecosys-

tems upon which millions of 

people world wide depend.   

Food and livelihoods the coral 

reef ecosystem is the breed-

ing ground for 90% of all local 

commercially harvested sea 

life and 70% of sport fish.  

Treatments  for disease coral 

reefs may hold the cures for 

some of the most serious and 

common illnesses. 

Shoreline protection Coral 

of great economic importance. 

Because of their great beauty 

they attract tourists and thou-

sands of fishermen, snorkelers 

and divers every year, who all 

stay locally and spend money 

on the island, providing jobs 

and putting money into the 

local economy. 

 

 

 

Properly managed a coral reef 

can yield 15 tones of fish and 

other seafood per square mile 

per year. 
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W H A T  C A N  W E  R E A L L Y  D O  T O  S AV E  O U R  C O R A L  R E E F ?  

MAR I N E  PRO TEC TED  AR EA S  

 

who understand the chal-

lenges and have solutions to 

the problems that we face. 

And when they are elected we 

should make them account-

able to their promises and 

hold them responsible, this is 

what DEMOCRACY is all about. 

We have to remember that fish 

stocks that are overfished 

either do not come back or 

take years to recover. All over 

the world fisheries are strug-

gling while human populations 

continue to rise. 

Young fishes must have places they can grow up safely and repro-

duce or their species will simply go extinct. 

Things we can all do to protect our marine resources:- 

1. Pick up trash whenever we go on the beach or out to sea, the 

trash we keep out of the sea will not poison the water. 

2. Use less plastic, especially plastic grocery bags. 

3. Turn off electrical lights, fans, computers, TV's when not in use. 

4. Take shorter showers, do not let the tap run while you brush your 

teeth, fix any leaks. 

5. Fishermen and divers do not drop your anchors on the reef. 

6. Boaters do not empty your sewage into the ocean. 

7. 7. Reduce what we use, recycle and buy local items. 

Our coral reef really does need 

our help to survive and while 

most of us think, “Well, I’m not 

hurting the ocean and it is so big 

that I can’t possibly be affecting 

it.” We need to face facts that the 

human collective is causing the 

problems. In 1930 there were 

only 2 billion people on this 

planet but now there are over 7 

billion and issues like global 

warming, overfishing and pollu-

tion are so big that we need our 

government to make the changes 

needed. We need to elect officials 

Protecting our coral reefs 

is protecting our future 

 “People need to un-

derstand that coral 

reefs as a reflection 

of the health of the 

ocean as a whole is 

an indication that 

our life support    

system, the ocean, is 

in trouble. And if it's 

in trouble,               

we're in trouble.”     
Dr Sylvia Earle 

 

 Economic Value of Coral Reefs 

How much is the reef 

worth to YOU? From 1876-1979, three bleaching 

events were recorded. 

From 1980-1993, sixty bleaching  

events worldwide were seen. 

In 2002 more than 400 bleaching 

events were recorded. 

Can you see a pattern? 

Bleached coral  



Follow us on Facebook at: 

Andros Conservancy and Trust  

Andros Conservancy and Trust  
Fresh Creek Post  Off ice,      
PO Box 23338,  Fresh Creek,  
Andros,  Bahamas  

A month after being planted the 

elkhorn and staghorn nursery 

corals are growing located just 

north of the Fresh Creek harbour. 

Ancat’s young divers; Darren 

Neely, Carldeo Munroe and Anto-

nio Neely led by Peter Douglas 

visited the corals and stated that 

at least 90% of the coral implants 

are now growing. These corals will 

be used to replant areas of the 

reef where coral has died through 

bleaching.  It his noticed that cor-

als planted in this way grow twice 

as quickly as corals in the wild.  

From March 27th-28th Coral Nurs-

ery training will be held at ANCAT, 

during the workshop divers will 

focus on methods of setting up a 

coral nursery, develop the eco 

diver course and learn to maintain 

and monitor the coral nursery.     

Collaboration is the way to 

achieve good things! And now we 

can announce that through the 

collaboration of Ancat, BNT, The 

Royal Bank of Canada and the 

University of Maryland that   

Cousteau’s Blue Hole is now 

open for business! The hole is 

located deep within the Blue 

Hole National Park and for direc-

tions how to get there you can 

come by the office in Andros 

Town and we will be happy to 

help. This blue hole now has a 

deck with cabana shelter to 

make your visit safe and much 

more comfortable, no more slip 

sliding around at Cousteau’s. 

Thanks to all who worked so hard 

to achieve this goal. 

Restoration work continues in 

the Fresh Creek District with the 

organized removal of more than 

500 bottles and broken glass 

from the marine environment. 

These were old bottles, showing 

signs of lying in the water for 

decades. Debris in the marine 

environment is dangerous and 

causes the Bahamas to loose its 

reputation as the best fishing 

destination in the world. When 

the debris is removed our flats 

become more productive and 

safer, allowing persons to wade 

and fly fish without the hazard of 

garbage. Eco tourism is our busi-

ness in Andros and maintaining 

a clean environment is essential. 

Also take a look at Lighthouse 

Point;  the removal of invasive 

species is uncovering the true 

beauty of this historical spot. 

C O U S T E AU ’ S  
B L U E  H O L E  

 

Ancat membership= 790 
 

The Andros Conservancy and Trust (Ancat) was formed in 1997 by local Androsians concerned about the 

conservation of the environment on Andros. Since that time we have managed to keep our office open and 

employ persons to work on many worthwhile projects. Our finances come from gifts and grants, Ancat is a 

not for profit, non government organization. There is a lot to save on Andros from the Joulter Cays through 

the hardwood forests to the blue holes and the coral reef. Over the years this island has been able to main-

tain itself as a complete eco system with abundant marine and bird life. So, as we continue to work to pro-

tect , preserve, enhance and conserve Andros we are asking for help….. Financial help to keep projects 

running, employ and train Androsians to achieve sustainable livelihoods which will in their turn maintain 

the island which people flock to see and enjoy.  If you would like to help Ancat achieve their goals or know 

of a grant which we could apply for please contact the office: through email at ancatoffice@gmail.com, call us 

at 1 242 3682 882 or come by the office and check out the good work we are accomplishing.  

We want to continue in our mission would you like to get involved? 

Ancat needs an AUDIT to apply for grants, if you would like to donate your services please 

contact the office. Andros is a HOPE spot in the world, our work here makes a difference.  

Www.ancat.net  

We’re on the web ! 

Email : ancatoffice@gmail.com 

Tele: 1 242 3682 882 

Fax: 1 242 3682 285 

Remember: 

protecting our 

environment is 

OUR business 

and makes 

good sense if 

we want to 

enjoy nature in 

the future. 

Take a garbage bag on every  

fishing trip or visit to the beach: 

LET”S KEEP OUR                          

ENVIRONEMENT CLEAN  

Coral nursery 

Another oil spill occurred in Grand Bahama in February as a barge attempted to refuel a ship known 

as Butterfly near the mouth of Freeport Harbour. A government statement noted that 210 gallons of oil 

spilled into the ocean during the process, although an independent observer 

stated that it was more like 1,000 gallons. This is the second spill in Bahamian 

waters in as many months, in December 3,000 gallons gushed into the ocean. The 

Minister of Aviation and Transport says that the protection of the marine environ-

ment is crucial to the growth and development of the Bahamas, but how many 

spills will it take before they put legislation in place and protect our Bahamas from 

the pollution (this includes spills from electrical plants and waste too) which 

threatens to destroy our country, its’ good reputation and beautiful environment. 

Habitat 

Restoration 

Positions Available 

Ancat Summer Eco  School  

Our fifth annual summer Eco 

School is planned for July 

2013. Two positions are avail-

able to work as a guide /super-

visor. Applicants must be able 

to swim, staff will be expected 

to work with the children in 

house and accompany the 

group on all outings. Persons 

with environmental knowledge 

are preferred. Contact Ancat 

office to make an application. 

April is COASTAL AWARENESS  

month in the Bahamas. Every-

one should find a way to par-

ticipate in keeping our 

beaches, creeks and shore-

lines clean this April and be-

come a part of the national 

effort to maintain our beautiful 

environment. 

Get involved 

We have a  

LOT to protect 

On ANDROS. 


