
will bring increasing challenges. Andros and The 

Bahamas can not afford to ignore current trends. 

The time to take action to minimize the negative 

impacts of climate change and build community 

resilience is NOW and we can all do our piece.                                                

The Caribsave team has been visiting Andros for 

the past three years and have developed a plan, 

intended to make Andros a climate resilient com-

munity, this will depend upon a series of actions 

being conducted over time. The goals are to 

strengthen the capacity of the local population to 

manage the areas of water conservation, waste 

management and energy conservation. The plan 

works to increase disaster preparedness and risk 

reduction and describes ways to build resilient 

communities and livelihoods, all these goals seek 

to protect the environment and sustain it for future 

generations. Ancat’s ‘Light our darkest night’ is fully 

supported by Caribsave. 

Climate change is affecting livelihoods in 

coastal communities across the Caribbean. 

Coastal communities need to find ways of 

coping and adapting now for future survival. 

The islands of The Bahamas are particu-

larly vulnerable to the projected impacts of 

climate change like saltwater intrusion to 

fresh water aquifers, coral reef bleaching and 

beach erosion. 80% of The Bahamas lies less 

that ONE meter above sea level. A one meter 

rise in sea level would place more than a third 

of major tourism properties at risk, as well as 

38 % of the airports, 14 % of road networks 

and 90% of sea ports. This would have far 

reaching consequences for The Bahamas. 

The future, which 

promises more 

extreme weather 

events like storms, 

Andros is blessed with dark night skies, the starlight 
is strong and constellations can be easily identified 
because our nights are not disturbed by the powerful 
glare of city lights. But inside the homes, power cuts 
often lead our residents to a dangerously dark world, 
and the threats associated with a long term loss of 
power due to increased storm activity and high tides 
could be devastating. Add to this the threat that CO2 
carbon dioxide poses to the coral reef (Andros has 
the third largest coral reef in the world) and we begin 
to see this makes a serious problem which needs a 
solution. Using an opportunity made available by 
Caribsave, Ancat developed the ‘Light our darkest 
night’ project to help the residents of the Fresh Creek District 
equip themselves for power cuts and at the same time to 
lessen the carbon footprint of our coastal community. 
Through the project Ancat is introducing local residents to the realities of solar power by 
providing an affordable solar light system. Greenlight Planet’s Sun King™ Home is a 
smart solar-powered lamp system designed to provide light in more than one place at a 
time. The kit comes with two hanging solar lamps with individual switches to control the 
intensity of light, one portable light, and a power pack with the ability to charge cell 
phones. It is easy to install. A solar panel is attached to the sunniest part of the roof to 
collect the sun’s energy which is stored in the control panel placed inside the home, the 
lights are attached to the panel with wires. Using new technology we are turning island 
homes into smart homes with these solar powered lights. So light up your house with 
solar power and say goodbye to darkness. Apply to the Ancat office to see if you are 
eligible for a free or reduced price solar light kit. Only available to households between 
Andros Town and Staniard Creek. (Please note conditions apply)                                
Solar power is free power from the sun, its clean, reliable during storms, does not pol-
lute the environment and reduces the carbon footprint of an Andros coastal community. 

Climate Change: We have to adapt to become resilient 

Light our darkest night with solar 
One uniquely Ancat solution to a serious global problem 

Andros Conservancy & Trust 

ANCAT Newsletter  

“When our children’s 

children look us in the 

eye and ask if we did 

all that we could to 

leave them a safer, 

more stable world, 

with a new source of 

energy. I want us to be 

able to say,                      

‘Yes we did’  

President Barack 

Obama 

Solar powered light kit 

available  at Ancat now  

World wide effects of   

climate change: 

Climate change doesn’t just 

mean a change in the weath-

er, there are a number of   

other effects and trends that 

have been experienced world-

wide, these trends include: 

Higher temperatures and 

rising sea levels; due to 

melting glaciers and sea ice. 

Some Pacific Islands have 

already lost a lot of land to the 

sea.  More unusual and fre-

quent extreme weather:     

including heat waves, 

droughts, floods, land-

slides, hurricanes, 

storms, coastal surges 

and cold snaps are        

becoming stronger and more 

frequent too. 
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The earth is getting warmer. 

Over the past hundred years, the 

earth’s average temperature has gone 

up by 1.5 oF. The earth has got warm-

er in the past but the difference this 

time is that it is warming much faster 

now and the changes we are seeing 

are bigger than before. This warming 

is the result of human activity that puts 

more heat-trapping gases into the air 

around the earth (the atmosphere) 

than natural systems can absorb. 

Warmer temperatures are causing 

other changes on land and in the 

sea, such as more extreme storms, 

rainfall and floods; longer periods 

without rain, extreme heat and fires; 

melting snow and ice and rising sea 

levels. These shifts in temperature, 

rainfall patterns and sea levels that 

have been taking place over a long 

period of time tell us that the cli-

mate is changing.                                     

Climate change refers to a long 

term change in the weather, over a 

period of 30 years or more.                                           

Climate change is caused by the 

build up heat of trapping gases, 

known as greenhouse gases, in the 

atmosphere. Many greenhouse 

gases come from burning wood and 

fossil fuels (oil, coal and natural 

gas) that power our vehicles, facto-

ries, businesses and homes. Car-

bon dioxide is the main green-

house gas that is produced in 

this way. 

What is climate change ? What is causing it? 

You can not get through a 

single day without having 

an impact on the world 

around you. What you do 

makes a difference and 

you have to decide what 

kind of difference you 

want to make.  

Jane Goodall 

A 100% transition is happening in communities, companies and regions 

across the world because innovators, early adopters and those simply 

working to make life better are stepping up to give their 100%.   

100% clean renewable energy.  

Its possible, its happening. Let’s join the new wave !! 

CLIMATE CHANGE IS A GLOBAL PROBLEM .  

THE PLANET IS WARMING BECAUSE OF THE 

GROWING LEVEL OF GREENHOUSE GAS            

EMISSIONS FROM HUMAN ACTIVITY.                            

IF THIS TREND CONTINUES, TRULY                                  

CATASTROPHIC CONSEQUENCES ARE LIKELY TO 

ENSUE FROM RISING SEA LEVELS TO REDUCED 

WATER AVAILABILITY                                                       

TO MORE HEAT WAVES AND FIRES. 

Extra heat is kept in the 

air by greenhouse   

gases produced from 

human activity  

Some sunlight is 

bounced back 

into space. 

Some heat is 

released into 

space. 

Some heat is naturally 

kept by gases in the 

air like water vapour. 

  

Less heat is able to be re-

leased into space because 

of human pollution . 



Energy conserved means lives 

preserved: maybe our own lives 

Make it YOUR business to reuse, 

reduce and recycle  

Climate change is REAL:  So what can we expect in Andros? 

When the temperature goes up in 

the Caribbean it will affect our life-

styles because it will change the 

health, agriculture, marine life and 

water resources of the region. Also 

the amount of land available for 

human use. 

Health: we’ll see an increase in 

heatstroke, and in diseases carried 

by insects and rodents.  If high 

temperatures, especially when 

combined with high relative humidi-

ty, persist for several days (heat 

waves), and if night time tempera-

tures do not drop, extreme heat 

can be a killer. Prolonged heat can 

create drought, which can cause 

forest fires, creating air pollution 

and putting residents and firefight-

ers in danger.                             

Agriculture: There will be less 

water available during certain times 

of the year which will result in 

changes in the growing season. 

Heavier downpours and storms will 

lead to land degradation and soil 

erosion. Animals will suffer heat 

stress and there will be lower crop 

yields because the higher tempera-

tures are not ideal for plants.  

Marine life: we will experience both 
the migration of fish and marine   
mammals species who will go in 
search of cooler waters and coral 
bleaching caused by warmer temper-
atures, these are the most obvious 
results, but by no means them all. 
Coral bleaching is one of the most 
visually dramatic effects of climate 
change, a stress response caused by 
high water temperatures that can lead 
to coral death.  
Recent years have seen widespread 
and severe coral bleaching episodes 
around the world, with coral mortality 
reaching 70% in some regions.     
  
Life Style When the sea level rises we 
will experience increased coastal 
flooding and storm surges which will 
affect our infrastructure such as the 
electricity plant, roads and airport, our 
homes and our businesses.  The 
storms and high tides will increase the 
coastal erosion causing a loss of 
beaches and salt water will contami-
nate ground water. This will cause a 
loss of mangroves and habitats for all 
marine animals, causing a reduction 
in sea food available for humans,. 
Furthermore warmer ocean waters 
may spawn more intense tropical  
hurricanes and land scarcity would 
become a huge issue as low lying 
lands will go under ! 

It is predicted that sea levels will rise in 

the future, The Bahamas is a low lying 

archipelago and the reality could be a 

country which is sinking beneath the 

waves and our homes / businesses and 

land will be under water.  

Why the ocean of course ! 

It’s the truth: over nine tenths of the 

excess heat from global warming 

is going into the ocean:  The       

increase in the amount of heat stored in 

the ocean over the last 30 years is  

enormous – it is equivalent to the 

amount of energy from a bomb the size 

of the one dropped on Hiroshima being 

released every second for thirty years. A 

warmer ocean expands and results in 

sea level rise. This heat will eventually 

be released from storage over decades 

and centuries to further warm the      

atmosphere.       Union of concerned scientists  



 YOU CONTROL CLIMATE CHANGE  

TURN DOWN, SWITCH OFF, RECYCLE, WALK , CHANGE 

 

WWW.ANCAT.NET 

Ancat's mission is to 

protect, preserve, 

enhance and restore 

the natural resources 

of Andros Island. 

Andros Conservancy and Trust  

ANCAT 

Fresh Creek Post Office 

Phone: 1 242 3682 882 

Fax: 1 242 3682 285 

E-mail: ancatoffice@gmail.com 

Ever wonder how your tiny carbon footprint really impacts the big picture of climate change? 
Though you might feel like your lifestyle is insignificant compared to things like oil extraction 
or vehicle emissions, the choices we make in our day-to-day life — how we get around, what 
we eat, how we live — play a major role in slowing   
climate change. Here's a list of ways you can reduce 
your human carbon footprint, this quick reference guide 
breaks down what you can do today to protect the    
planet for future generations. 
1.  Green your commute    Transportation causes 
about 25 per cent of The Bahamas’ greenhouse gas 
emissions, so walk or cycle whenever you can. You'll 
save money and get into better shape! If you can't go 
car-free, try carpooling and use the smallest, most fuel-
efficient vehicle possible.                                               
2. Be energy efficient   switch off lights, AC and fans 
Change light bulbs to LEDs. Unplug computers, TVs 
and other electronics when not in use. Wash clothes in 
cold or warm (not hot) water. Dryers are energy hogs, 
so hang dry outside in the beautiful sunshine. Install a 
programmable thermostat to your water heater. Look for 
the Energy Star® label when buying new appliances.                                              
3. Choose renewable power: Ask BEC to switch to 
clean, renewable power, such as solar. Tell the Govern-
ment to invest in renewable forms of energy.                              
4. Eat wisely  Buy organic and locally grown foods. 
Avoid processed items. Grow some of your own food. 
Eat low on the food chain — at least one meat-free 
meal a day — since 18 per cent of greenhouse gas 
emissions come from meat and dairy production.             
5. Trim your waste   Garbage buried in landfills produces methane, a potent green-
house gas. So keep stuff out of landfills by composting kitchen scraps and garden trimmings, 
and recycling paper, plastic, metal and glass. Let stores, food vendors and manufacturers 
know you want products with minimal wrappings or recyclable packaging. Carry a reusable 
shopping bag to the store.                                                                                                         
6. Change the way you build docks need to be higher, when building a house consider 
the prevailing winds, make the ceilings a little higher for more air flow and add another 12 
inches to foundations to make your homes higher off the ground.                                                         
7. Make smarter choices: Wear cotton clothing, cool down in the ocean, drink water   
8. Let polluters pay   Carbon taxes make polluting activities more expensive and 
green solutions more affordable, allowing energy-efficient businesses and households to 
save money. They are one of the most effective ways to reduce climate impact.                       
9. Fly less   Air travel leaves a huge carbon footprint, so consider greener options 
such as buses or boats, or try vacationing closer to home. You can also stay in touch with 
people by video conferencing, which saves time as well as travel and accommodation costs.                                    
10. Get informed   Follow the latest news about climate change, keep learning all that 
you can, be aware what is happening with weather at home and in other parts of the world.                
11. Get involved  Contact your political representatives and the media, tell them you 
want immediate action on climate change. Remind them that reducing greenhouse gas 
emissions will also build healthier communities, spur economic innovation and create new 
jobs. Next time you're at the polls, vote for politicians who support effective climate policies 
and an Andros waste management plan. Protect the mangroves.                                                                  
12. Support and Donate  Many organizations, including Andros Conservancy and 
Trust (Ancat), are working hard on presenting information about climate change and rely on 
financial support from citizens like you. Consider making a donation today, call     
1 242 3682 882 or visit the office in Andros Town, become a member and support 
the work by volunteering during coastal cleanups. 

SO how can WE make a difference  ? 

 ANCAT ANDROS 

‘It is urgent to        

develop policies to 

reduce emissions of 

carbon dioxide and 

highly polluting   

gases’ 

Pope Francis 


